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C Kansas City, Mo) 
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USS DOWNES, 
Navy Yard, Norfolk, Va., 
el Bpril-Le20. 


tit. 


Dear Mr Wood:- 

You may be surprised to hear from me as 
I have Hot beak abound to see you for some time, but I 
am still in the service and have been spending the 
winter down here hoping that Congress will appropriate 
enough money to finish sdme necessary repairs on my 


destroyer. 


Where can I obtain some description of the 
various medals and decorations that have been issued or 
authorized by the different nations during the war ? 


tI am rather getting out of touch with things down here. 


My medal collection has also failed to make 
any increase altho I have searched every pawn shop in the 
vicinity for U.S. service medals. Tave you any duplicated 
that you can let me purchase ? You thought that you had 
several that you could spare. One was a Porto Rico 
O@cupation I believe and another a Givil War. What is the 
ruling on the ‘bars for the Victory medal. Is it all 
subject to open purchase from Bailey,Banks,and Biddle or 


are they to be issued? If the former is, true there will not 
be much value +o the bars. Give my regards to Mr Wyman and 


f * 


Mr Noe. 


sincerely yours, 


Lieutenant jUSN., 


Commanding. 


April 28th, 1920. 


Lt. Ross I’, Collins, 
USS DOVNES, : 
‘ Navy Yard, 
Norfolk, Va. 


WW dear Lt. Collings:= 


I am replying to your letter of April -2lst to Ir. Yood 
ag he has taken advantage of ad Sila and has himself gone 
abroad. : | 


As regards desoriptions of various medals, &c, issued 
during the war, I think a iittie book reeently " published in 
England is the best thing yet out. It is’ entitied "Ribbons. 
and Medals" by Commander H. Taprell Doring, R.N., and tas 
published in London by George Philip & Son, 32 Fleet Street, 
if 1919. I think you can secure a copy either from the 
publishers or through A. H. Baldwin, 4A Duneannon Street, 

London. Its préace is somewhere in the neighborhood of ti-re 

shillings. . Another work on the same subject, but emphasize 

ing especially the medals and decorations arranded to Americans 

in the last three years, by Coli. Wyllie of the Generali Staff, 

will shortly be published by Putnam in this City. The manu- 

_goript is already, and we have given some assistance in pre- . 
paring the plates so I imagine it wait be only a few weeks a 

before the book itself.appears. ae 


The rulings on the Bars in regard to the Victory Medal i 
have been somewhat jumbled, and I am net quite sure what the ; 
latest is. Doth bars and medal are to be issued, and are 
not available for purchase. The contract for makeing the : 
bars and medals has not yet been let, although the bids are ; 
in. I believe the difficulty is that the lowest bids are 
go much below the price at which a decent medal can be proe 
duced that the Quartermaster General has been afraid to 
_ accept them, and will probably call for further bids. 


We have found some duplicate American commie medals, 
and I am sending them to you by registered. DOBE under 
separate cover. You may have these pieces at 81.50 each... 


Some time ago you wrote us asking what was the latest 
issue of our publication. That letter has been on my desk 
for some time to answer, but for some reason I have not 
got around te it. The last number of the Journal was 
Volume 52, for the year 1918. ) 


Hope you will get up to New York again sometime, and 
_ at any rate keep in touch with us. 


Very truly yours, 


Assistant to Curators 


. Olas .s ASH 


© June th, 1920 | a 


a 


Lievtenant Rosas F. Collins, U.S.N. 
i UB... CONNPCTICUT . 


ey” — a 

; C/o Postmaster, NewYork City a 
foie! 7 : 
. My- dear Mr. Collins: a 
~ " . “¥ de-not know how long it will be before” . = ~~ 2a 
eas this letter will reach you, but thought I would drop — | = 
you a line in reply to your letter of June 3rd. . ees 
oe , ; ~ ‘ : < 
eg fT am giad you like the medals and, of course, i ee 
we will keep vou in mind with repara to others as they - E: 

come along. . : 

¢ 


x 


Some time Aro, you cave me a list of those you 
had in your Qolleation that I misht use it as a guide 
| in seeuring others. Unfortunateiv, during my absence 
ae abroad thid list has heen mislaid, and it odeurs to me 
—. . that if not tno much trouble you mignt make a new list 
~ FOr me. 


I quite appreciate the effort necessary to 
gather even a small collection of these pieces together. 

and shall be very glad to 19 hat I oan to assist you. 
J will, also, teen my eyes oven for the sommemorative 
fifty-cent pieces. 


T velieve you are tntitled to Volume 52 of 
the Journal and will see that you pet a copy of it. Per- 
haps it would be just as well if I held it here for you 
-vntil you are more in reach. 

Te sure and look us up when you get to New York 


ahbrira TD » 
a. ee FL e0., cy 
uN USA See 5 eee 


i ae Crab maite hal Yor Le 


Pita se Mop ll: 


November 12th, 1920. 


It. Ross F. Collins, | | a 


U.5.5.Tenncesee wt ey 
c/o Postmaster . ae 
‘New York City. | , | oo 


My dear Lieut. MOR LANM a+ 


We have just had beousht to the Mus eum a Large agol- 
lection of continental decorations and insignia of Orders 
of Knighthood. Most_of these are German or of the German 
states. It is quite the most elaborate display of the 
gort that I have seen for a long time, and I think pieces eee 
Troi it could be purchased quite weasonabliy. Sopa 

Would you care to come up sometime and look it over? 

i was sorry to have missed your visit to the liuseum last a 
Sunday. If it is Danoen ibis for you to get hete on a ie. 
week day, I might arrange to meet you here on,Sunday BERENS \ a 
noon if you could phone to me two or three days in ade 
vance; or perhaps: you could get here in the evening in 
which case I would also try to arrange +o moot you here. 


Very truly yours, | an 


Assistant to Curator. 


January Oth, 192i. 


Lieut. Ress . Coliina, 
U.5.S.fenneasee, U.S .Navy, 
o/fo Postmaster 
_ New York ity. 


Dear Lieut. Colhins s+ 


48 We ave now going over our membership list in 
gonnection with sending oub our monographs which are to 
take the place of the Amerioun Journal of Numiematics, — 
i do not find your name listed among ‘those who received : 
the Journal for saat YCRRe 


Please let me knew if vou have ever received. a 
eopy of the Journal sinve you became a member in 1924, 
and whether you would care to have these baok munbers 
gent you.. We would be very giad indeed to. forward them 
to youas soon ag we nacaive word as to those you ANAK » 


Vory toniky yours,’ 


Curator. f. 


U.S. S. TENNESSEE 
Navy Yard, New York,N.Y., 


4 February 1921. 


Mr Howland Wood, 
New York City. 


Dear Mr Wood: 


I have never received any copies of the 
Journal with the exception of the ohe that 
was given me at the time I became a member. 
I would appreciate it very much if you will send 
the back numbers to my home address for me 
as I am very much interested in them. The 
home address is: 

Lieutenant Ross F.Collins,USN., 
214 South Second Street, 
Clinton, Missouri. 

Care Mrs R.F.Collins. 


I received the monograph on Money Hoards 
and was much pleased with it and am looking 
forward to the other copies. Continue to 
address me on the Tennessee except for the 
old Journals. 

Tell Mr Wyman that I intend to call him 
up soon and look at the new decorations he 
wrote about to me. 

I hope to come out to your meeting this 
Monday as I have never attended one due to 
the movements of my ship. 


With best wishes, 


aoe 
eben JM 


March 17th, 1921 


Lieutenant Ross F. Collins 
U.5.5. Tennessee — 
C/o Postmaster, New York 


Dear Lieutenant Vollins: 


Je have just received a copy of Colonel Wyllie's book on 
Decorations; and if you have not already seen this, I think it 
‘would be well worth your while to get it as he treats his sub- 
ject in a very clear and lucid manner. The title is "Orders, 
Decorations and insignia" by Colonel Robert E. Wyllie, G P. 
Putnam Sons. . — 


, Very truly yours, 


HW/E » Curator 


APRIG. 12,1921. 
GBntlemen: - 


Please change my address to the follow- 
ing, and send everything for me to this one 
address, This will be permanent, 


ROSS F, COLLINS, 
CLINTON, Henry Co., 
MISSOURI. 
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THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIFTY 
156 th St. & Broadway, 


NEW YORK, N.Y. 
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ROSS F. COLLINS 


GENERAL AGENT CLINTON, Mo. 
5 October 1921, 


Mr Howland Wood, 
New York,N,Y. 


Dear Mr Wood:= 


I resigned from the Navy in May of this year and am now 
in the insurance business here, but am still interested in 
numismatics. I have not paid my dues for this year yet 
but do not drop me as I will pay up pretty soon. The new 
monographs you are getting out are very interesting but I 
hope more of them will be devoted to medals. Weyman showed 
me one he was getting up on the Peninsular medal with bars 
for Canadian service,but I have never received it. Was it 
published? What numbers have been published? I want to 
check up on mine, As I lose lots of the benefits of member- 
ship I thought you might be willing to help me out in my 
collection by selling me duplicates and picking up specimens 
for me at sales,etc, Would you do this? I will send you 
a list of what I have and if you will be good enough to keep 
it it will be a guide to go on. 


Where can I get a complete list of medals issued by France, 
Italy,Germany and the other countries that have issued a 
wegular series of campaign medals? Are Victory medals easy 
to pick up in New York? I am fill of questins but will stop 
for this time with the one of-what id Weyman's addreds in Paris 
and is there a duty on medals ordered from Europe, 


Sincerely, ea) 
S LAt0.., 


Ross F, Collins. 


“Mint of the Shiliopine Islands. You should have re= 9 | ~ 


os wd, As yet, Wymen has not sent as his wanuseript on his 


October lth, 1922 


2 Mite a F. ‘Collins 


“United States Pidelity & seein Oe 
Clinton, “io. | 


Dear Mr. Jollins: 


. i was-very glad to hear from you... We will get 
out ten monographs for this jeer. iam sending you 
today under separate cover the last two whtéh have 
“peen issued - “Nedallic York of A» A» Weinmran, and The 


coived previous to these, the following - 
E Noe) Coin Hoards HO.g - Octobols of Histiaca 
“Ne.3g: Alexander Hoards Yo.@: Mexican Revolutionary 
se Coinage 
Bee§ denny Sind “euals ho.§ Vive Roman Gold 
ne Mea. allions 


eee not reached you, please let us KNOW. | 


Peninsula Yar medals. We took this with him to finish 
when he \went to France... His Address is ~ 

Arthur C. Wyman. pate 

o4 Avenue de Maine 

‘ Paris, AV, France 
: Just at present we have no duplicates of American 
badges... In fact, we seldom do have. I have, sowever, for 
pale that big lot-of German Decorations. Would you be in- 


- terested in any of these? Personally, 1 do not. go to the 
-. euction sales. Ve buy so little there that 1 find it is 


not worth my. while; and what bide i do make I give either 
to Slider direct or to Badal ph Kohler, 70 Yifth Averme, New ‘ork. 


5 @1$@6 Sage : | Patras 


tr. Ross ¥. Collinge (> —:— es eae - Yetober tn, 1921 _ 


i would be very glad to have a list of what you have 
a3 it might come in handy. if do not imow where you 
Gan set any good list of recent meials issued by the. 
Buropean countries. Dorling*s last two pamphlets, — 
which can be gotten from A.N.Baldwin, Tancannon Strest, 
Sharing Cross, brings them fairly well.up to date in — 
brief manner. Colonel Wylie"’s recent book on Decora- 
_tions covers the subject well. It is a most nearer: 
book sami L think selis for —E ae Dollars... 


ah # oa 


fae ¥ 
So far, the, Uiited “tates, nel and and Belgium ae 


are the ondy countries - Wich have issued Victory: medals. et 
There ig an unofficial one sold in France that 1 ‘think — - 


‘is as good as what the official. one will ve when it is. 
out. So dar Victory medals ere ngt easy to pick apse 
ang IF doubt if spi are any coumaoner here - ae ako 


I think there is a thirty per sent duty on n medals = et 
probably it will | Pe Higher with | the new Tariff. met ae Ses 
Te am : aa ie. - =a * 


Very truly yours, ee eager 
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, ~ ri “3 No one oh wt = 
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\ 
December 17th, 1921 


Ross * 


“f 
PS 
Pi Veliing eg Mage Oo ee as 
413 °8. Jefferson “treet 86 ae 
Clinton, MMOs ¢ 
Dear Mr. Collins: ~ 5 
s : } i . “— a : ~~ bs 
if the German, Austrian and Sulgarian ' 
; J : Sea. ly S X ; ee : M 
desorations, about which i. wrote you resent- 
ly, uo not interest you, Il would be glad if " 
you would be so “ood as to return the: list 
at your early convenience. \ s! ae 3 oa . 
Very truly yours, / 


. Curator 


~ 


Cnpulal Hod in Cate $4,500 000 
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ROSS F. COLLINS 


GENERAL AGENT 


CLINTON, Mo. 
29 December 1921, 


Howland Wood, 
155th & Broadway, 
New York,NY. 


Dear Mr Woodt-= 


I appreciate the letters you have sent me and the 
various information on decorations and medals. I am 
sorry that at the present time I am not able to afford 
the luxury of some nice additions to my collection that 
are on that list. I have made a copy of it however 
for future reference and am returning the original copy 
to you. I would however like a specimen of the Order 
of the Red Eagle, Without crown.Second class. Price $3.00. 
If you care to send this to me I will mail you a check 
to cover it also for my dues, 


/ IT have received all of the monographs with the 
exception of No 6-Five Roman Gold Medallions, Please 
send me a copy of it. I am looking forward to Wyman's 

manuscript on Peninsular Medals also the proposed one 

on French Decorations, As goon as I get a chance ¥ will 
make up a list of my collection for you and if you see 
any bargain "fillers" along that line perhaps you could 
get them for me. I have always wanted a pair of bronze 
stars that Prosky has for Poona and Marajpoor(spelling) 
but he is unreasonable about them. I think he wants $40 
apiece for them. 


I will appreciate a letter from you on anything new 
that turns up, as you are about my only source of 
information on numismatic matters now that I am so far 
from the coast. 


Yours very truly, 
a y ea 


Jamary 3rd, 1922 yr 

Ross F. Collins, Ssqe , | Ree ao 
Ue. Pidelity & cuaranty Company = 
Glinton, Hide Scgbciestae | 3 a 
wy dear: Lr. Collins: | ; eee a, eo 
Your letter with the price List ‘of Decorations oe aa 
returned. Meny thanks for these. . Ss ere ge 

hes oe . ae 
I am ‘sencging you ne: Order of the Red Magle, ?nd. ~ oom 
class, price yvd.00.  wvlease make this cheque out tO Sk oe 
MG. x | ae 
Wyman ig still at work on the 1812 made s.. 4 do” ; aor 

not think that he intends to include the Peninsvle dar i. Cee 
ones yet awhile. Asa matter of fact, I do not know - = | 
‘ust when he will’ finish what he is working Ofte. nea i ee 
| Hothing lately has turned up Seukaee ite German <a 
Seacvationd..; 1 shall try to keeo you. informed when — Te ae 
wiles Sedaka of interest COMG s- ALONE. Pere sa ig te > ee ae oe 
=< : , ae 3 Cte = a 
1 ter eeriding you another cony of Five Roman Gold’ Rieke 
wedallions, whieh ¢ hope wise reash you this Ste. na es ee 
: aes 
ee you she CompLinents ‘of. the seneon, te 2 ee 
Very. truly Yours, ate 2 ee oe he 
: " Stay ee ; ee St 
- ‘ + % . « ay - a 
ie ~~ ; - ee 
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a 17 January 1922 


T. W. Collins & Son, Agents 
CLINTON, MO. 


Mr Howland Wood, 
Mewes Or, Ny xs 


Dear Mr Wood:e- 


Enelosed please find check to you for $3.00 in 
payment for the Order of the Red Hagle,2nd class, 
and check for #10,00 for annual membership dues 
1921 and 1922, I was very much pleased with the 
decoration, I also received the missing monograph 
for which I thank you. 


I am looking forward to these monographs with much 
interest and think it is an excellent forward step for 
the Society, I only regret that they are not more 
evenly balanced between medals and decorations and coins, 
I would like to see a plan started by which eventually 
the decorations and medals of each country would appear 
in this form, Some of the larger countries would no 
doubt require several monographs to include their orders. 
I believe that there would be a good outside sale for 
a series of this type, What do you think of this, The 
monograph on French Decorations that is scheduled would 
make an excellent start, Of course I am prejudiced in 
favor of medals but I do think too much space is given 
to medals and medallions, 


Yours very tru 


Jennary 20th, 1922 


Ross FP. Cokling, Bage 
f, We Collings & Sons 
Clinton, No. 


Dear Mr. Collinss 


Your favour at hend enclosing cheques.’ 
I veg to tnank you’ for. these. eee” 

i trust that youvare getting on with 
your new venture and do not miss too much 
the life on the bounding deep. 1 suppose 
you have- the rolling prairies: 


3 ve are per*ectly willing-to set mono- 
Sraphs out on all subjects if we can find 
the people to write them. .\/¢ here cannot 
tackle everything. robably there will 
follow another monosrash on Italian Decora- . 
tions. Vea are also trying to interest ane 
other man in writing these, so possibly your 
wish will be partly gratified. | 


‘Wishing you a prosperous year, 


Yery truly yours, 


HW, 3 ; 
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J.C. NICHOLS INVESTMENT COMPANY 
COMMERCE TRUST BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY 


J.C.NICHOLS, PRESIDENT 
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911 Commerce Bldg,, 
Kansas City,Mo,, 
16 September 1923. 


Mr Howland Wood, 
Yew York City, 


Dear Mr Wood:- 


I sent my check some dime ago in payment of this 
years dues but have never received my receipt for 
same, I have also failed to receive any monographs 
for a long time, Will you kindly look into this 
and see that all mail in future is sent to me at the 
following address; 


911 Commerce Bldg., 
c/o J.C. Nichols Div, °C, 
Kansas City,Missouri, 


I wish I could visit you this fall and brush up 
on medals some but am afraid I wont be able to do it. 
If you know of any collectors in Kansas City I would 
like ito have their names, 


With kindést regards, I am, 


Yours very eye 
(lo 


if 


MV Le # 


W 


September 20th, 1923. 


Mr. Ross F. Collins, 
c/o J. C. Nichols Inv. ‘Goi, 
. 912 Commerce Building, 
Konsas City, Moe. 


Dear Mr. Collins: 


I heave your letter of September 16th, | 
on locking into the matter find that your cheque for 
membership dues was received on July 23rd. I am : 
sorry that a receipt was not sent you at time, and am 

enclosing one herewithe 


Under separate cuver, I am sending you all 
the monographs published since Ne. 15, whick is the 
jast ome you received, I believe. If this is not 


Correct, kindly let me have a word from you. : 


! 


I do not know the names of collectors in 
Kansas City... ~ 


1, too, wish that you cowad visit us and 
see some of "the nice medais in our collecticn. At 
present I am re-arranging these decorations and ic 
is a source of great pleasure to know that the Se 
ciety has such a representative collection. - 


With best wishes, I am, 


Very truly youre, 


lst March, 1928 


Mr. Ross }., Collins, 

The National City Company, 
1017 Baltimore Ave., 
Kansas City, Kans. 


Dear “Mr. Collins: 


: Mr, Moe handed me your letter, and I am 
very glad to be able to answer it. I am also extremely glad to 
hear from you once again. 


The bottom seems to have droped out of medal collecting 
during the past two or three years and just at the present 
moment I do not know of any dealer who has really any stock 
Of medals. Tf have no duplicate Punjab or Madagasear ribbon; 
the best place to get these is from A. H. Paldwin, 4-a Duncannon 
Street, London. I certainly would get into communication with. 
him, aa he does a large business in medals and would be your 
Chief source of supply. In fact, just at the present moment I 
do not know where #lise you can obtain these. "The only disad- 
varitage in getting things from abroad is that you are liable © 
to be hung up for duty, which is by no means light. You might 
try some of the dealers on the enclosed list. A few of them 
now and then do have medals. Proskey is now out at Little 
Falls, N.7J. You will find him under the New York Soin and 
Stamp Company. He may or may not answer your letters; he has 
not been well of late and I know he has been slow in his 
eorrespondence. 


Let me knoW which monograph you wish replacei and, if you 
don't mind, send us a list of those you have in duplicate. 
There may be some we would want. Just at the present moment, 
we are rather shy in duplicate medals. I have a few commonplace 
Austrians and I think that is about a11; I have no U.S. ones. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


ADDRESS CORRESPONDENCE TO 
1017 


KANSAS CITY 


wie 


Pon P hes 
Hae cth h e 
fn Yor fi, y4 


7 a ee Sie, oy 


Wo gules AEA IF AT. es aes 
7d, eed fio Pie ho, i, 

i lig ea a 
i Cad Yb ge Ao (rovks, aK th 
as CG. biti 


a ee etecteAate FO Cet Yea eee 


THE NATIONAL CITY COMPANY 


NATIONAL CITY BANK BUILDING 


NEW YORK 


KANSAS CITY 


Feb. 7,1931 
Mr.Ross F. Collins 


204 Land Bank Bldg 
Kansas City, Mo. ; 


Dear Mir. Collins: 

Under separate cover I am glad to send you a copy of 
monograph No. 14. The following numbers are out of print, and 
if you havs duplicates, we should os caer phe an having 
you send dea be ae! These are, Nos. 2,3, 5 and ll. 

Concerning ine remalatione for the Treasury dete 
gold life saving medal, personally I cannot answer your quest ion, 
tut I em referring ‘your letter to MrsBauman L. Belden who has 
made a special study of this SA ten ie a view to publication. 


I think he can answer your question with authority. 


Sincerely yours, 


Curator. 


/ 


NAVY DEPARTMENT 
DIVISION OF NAVAL RESERVE 
NINTH NAVAL DISTRICT 
8TH BATTALION 


508 RIDGE BLDG,, 
KANSAS CITY, MO,, 


18 June 1934. 


Mr Howland Wood, 
American Numismatic Society, 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Mr Wood: 


Living as far as I do from any other medal 
collectors or sources of supply I pretty well 
lose touch with such matters. I have however 
managed to add to my collection from time to 
time and am enclosing a list of the pieces I 
have. I would like a frank opinion from you 
as to what you think of it. Besides the items 
listed I have a good many other war medals and 
orders, including several stars that I cannot 
identify. I wonder if I made sketches of some 
of them if some kind person on your staff would 
tell me what they are. Can you also fell me 
where I can get any information on German and 
the various German provinces' orders gnd medals. 
I have been hoping someone would issue a mono- 
graph on them. I have fourteen medals for 
Waterloo from various sources. If you have no 
further thse for the list you might return it 
when you answer. 


Cordiall ours 


(dad 
F. Collins, 
eut-Commander. 


Address: 4545 Campbell St., 
Kansas Chty, Mo. 


._ Dear Commander Collins: 


' books, but I hardly know a book that takes all in detail. Sinee 1910 


_ the publications on German medals are AAEEP and expensive. 


Tuly llth, 1934 


Lt. Commander Ross F. Collins 
4343 Campbell Street keke 5 
Kansas City, Mo. , . 


I am sorry that I have been so slow in replying to your letter a 
but I have been away a B08 deal of late. 


I have lookea over your list, which I am returning, and you 
certainly are acquiring a lot of good things. I trust that you will 
continue to do so because several of the medal and decoration collec- — a 
tors gave up after the War. 3 Pa 


/ i . . 
If you care to send on sketches of some of your puzzlers, I will 

see what I can do in attributing them for you. Information regard— 

ing German medals before, we'll say, 1900 can be obtained from nany 

I know of nothing that has been issued in the way of books. Most of 
As I have said above, send along drawings of the medals themselves: 


and I will see what I can do for you. 


Very truly yours, 


HW/B 
Ene. 


